Friday 29th July - Monday 1st August 2016

1516
Book of Fenagh Festival
500
Féile Leabhar Fidhnacha
2016
Next year, 2016, marks the 500th anniversary of
the writing of the Book of Fenagh. In recognition
of the importance of the Book of Fenagh, the
Royal Irish Academy (RIA) will publish a book,
‘The Making of the Book of Fenagh’, in conjunction
with Cumann Seanchais Bhreifne. This book will
consist of a series of articles by historians on various
aspects of the Book of Fenagh and about other
historical dimensions of Fenagh. The book will be
co-edited by Professor Ray Gillespie, professor of
early modern Irish history, Maynooth University
and Dr. Brendan Scott, lecturer in history, Maynooth
University and editor of ‘Breifne’, published by Cumann
Seanchais Bhreifne. In addition, the RIA will organise
a series of talks, based on this new publication.
The talks will take place in Fenagh and will also be
delivered in the RIA headquarters in Dublin.
A local committee has been established in Fenagh,
who are working in co-operation with the RIA,
to mark the occasion. ‘A Book of Fenagh 500’
festival will take place over the August Bank
holiday weekend between Friday, July 29th and
Monday, August 1st, 2016.
To illustrate the format of the original book,
the committee has commissioned the production
of a facsimile of two pages of the original 1516
Book of Fenagh. This reproduction will use
the same material as used in the original, namely
vellum (leather made from calfskin).
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The following are the activities that will
take place during the weekend in 2016
Launch of the book,
‘The Making of the Book of Fenagh’
and the facsimile reproduction of the original
Book of Fenagh.
A series of talks based on the book,
‘The Making of the Book of Fenagh’.

Heritage week 2015
22nd-30th August

The Historical
Importance
of Fenagh
A lecture by Dr. Brendan Scott

Display of children’s artwork from
St.Caillin’s National School, based on
medieval Fenagh themes.

Lecturer in History, Maynooth University.
Editor of ‘Breifne’, published by Cumann Seanchais Bhreifne

Historic walking tours of Fenagh.
Medieval BBQ.
An evening of medieval choral music.
Further details of the events taking place in 2016
will be announced closer to the date.
For any further information or updates
Contact
Phone
Web
e-mail
FB

Teresa Lennon, Fenagh Visitor Centre
(071) 964 5590
fenagh.com
fenaghvisitorcentre@gmail.com
‘Book of Fenagh 500’

Date Tuesday 25th August 2015
Time 8.30PM to 9.30PM
Venue Fenagh Visitor Centre, Fenagh, Co. Leitrim
Admission Free
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The Historical
Importance of Fenagh
An illustrated lecture by Dr. Brendan Scott
Tuesday August 25th 2015
From the earliest times, Fenagh has been
a location of human settlement and significant
advanced development in the context of early
forms of human habitation.
This is illustrated by Neolithic (4000 BC+)
artefacts and other settlement remains.
These include a standing stone in Knockmullen,
a cromlech/dolmen in Fenagh Beg, court cairns
in The Commons and of course the monastic
settlement at Fenagh.
The two abbey structures are the historical
remains most familiar to local residents and
visitors today. The more elaborate abbey
remains are probably 15th century, but it is
clear from various other evidence and from
patterns in the surrounding fields, that Fenagh
was a place of monastic activity from the
5th century onwards. The monastery and its
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activities have left us with a rich inheritance of
items, most importantly, the abbeys, the Shrine of
the Book and The Bell of Fenagh. The latter was
unfortunately destroyed in the terrible St Mel’s
Cathedral fire.
An important role in monastery activity was the role
of the comharb or lay manager. This position was
held for many generations by the O’Roddy family of
Fenagh. In 1516 Tadgh O’Roddy, the then comharb,
commissioned the writing of the Book of Fenagh.
The famous harpist, Turlough O’Carolan (16701738) was very familiar with Fenagh, regularly
passing through it when visiting houses in Leitrim
and Cavan.
In the 17th century, Cromwell’s army is reputed to
have fired a cannon ball at the lower abbey, resulting
in the half-moon shaped breach in part of the

abbey’s wall, still visible today. In 1798, Humbert’s
army passed through Fenagh on its way to defeat at
Ballinamuck and attracted locals to its forces on the
way.
Thus Fenagh has an important place in Leitrim’s
and Ireland’s history.
In this lecture, which is a preamble to the ‘Book
of Fenagh 500’ festival in 2016 (see overleaf),
Dr. Brendan Scott, lecturer in history, Maynooth
University, and editor of The Breifne Journal, will
set out some of the very interesting aspects of the
history of Fenagh, with particular reference to
The Book of Fenagh.

Date for your diary:
Tuesday, August 25th, 2015, at 8.30pm
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